
RCW 29A.08.740  Violations of restricted use of registered voter 
data—Penalties—Liabilities.  (1) Any person who uses registered voter 
data furnished under RCW 29A.08.720 for the purpose of mailing or 
delivering any advertisement or offer for any property, establishment, 
organization, product, or service or for the purpose of mailing or 
delivering any solicitation for money, services, or anything of value 
is guilty of a class C felony punishable by imprisonment in a state 
correctional facility for a period of not more than five years or a 
fine of not more than ten thousand dollars or both such fine and 
imprisonment, and is liable to each person provided such advertisement 
or solicitation, without the person's consent, for the nuisance value 
of such person having to dispose of it, which value is herein 
established at five dollars for each item mailed or delivered to the 
person's residence. However, a person who mails or delivers any 
advertisement, offer, or solicitation for a political purpose is not 
liable under this section unless the person is liable under subsection 
(2) of this section. For purposes of this subsection, two or more 
attached papers or sheets or two or more papers that are enclosed in 
the same envelope or container or are folded together are one item. 
Merely having a mailbox or other receptacle for mail on or near the 
person's residence is not an indication that the person consented to 
receive the advertisement or solicitation. A class action may be 
brought to recover damages under this section, and the court may award 
a reasonable attorney's fee to any party recovering damages under this 
section.

(2) Each person furnished data under RCW 29A.08.720 shall take 
reasonable precautions designed to assure that the data is not used 
for the purpose of mailing or delivering any advertisement or offer 
for any property, establishment, organization, product, or service or 
for the purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation for money, 
services, or anything of value. However, the data may be used for any 
political purpose. Where failure to exercise due care in carrying out 
this responsibility results in the data being used for such purposes, 
then such person is jointly and severally liable for damages under 
subsection (1) of this section along with any other person liable 
under subsection (1) of this section for the misuse of such data. 
[2005 c 246 § 19. Prior: 2003 c 111 § 249; 2003 c 53 § 176; 1999 c 298 
§ 2; 1992 c 7 § 32; 1974 ex.s. c 127 § 3; 1973 1st ex.s. c 111 § 4. 
Formerly RCW 29.04.120.]

Effective date—2005 c 246: See note following RCW 10.64.140.
Intent—Effective date—2003 c 53: See notes following RCW 

2.48.180.
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